
KeepOrBeef
What is KeepOrBeef?
DECISIONS FOR THE WAY YOU DAIRY

KeepOrBeef helps with culling and breeding decisions by providing 
future financial return (“Keep Value”) and ranking within the herd (“Keep 
Percentile”) on each cow and heifer. Additionally, KeepOrBeef uses the 
herd’s own data in a sophisticated profitability engine to estimate the 
greatest financial return for breeding to semen that is dairy sexed, dairy 
conventional, or beef.
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take several minutes, especially if both cows and heifers were 
chosen in setup.

8.	 View Results provides two tabs: individual animal Results 
and Summary

Accessing KeepOrBeef
Select the HerdHQ icon within Dart or log 
in to drms.org and choose KeepOrBeef 
from the HerdHQ landing page

Setting up KeepOrBeef
1.	 Create New Report or select an 

existing report to modify
2.	 Name report and select a Data 

Source of either Test day or DartSync.
3.	 Enter Herdcode if not already 

prefilled, permanent string if it 
applies, and breed

4.	Choose whether Cows, Heifers or Both 
should be included in the output

5.	 Load Data
6.	Change any parameters and hover 

over question mark to learn more 
about that field

Note on “Emphasis on breeding to 
Beef:” KeepOrBeef is not a mating tool 
but rather suggests the best financial 
return for using different semen types. 
Initially, it can be difficult to determine 
the emphasis on breeding to beef. This 
parameter specifies the relative weight 
on beef semen - not percent of herd to 
breed with beef semen.
For high producing herds with low input 
costs and low revenue from dairy bulls 
or dairy beef calves, KeepOrBeef will 
recommend generating more heifers 
because of the higher return. In this case, 
to yield more beef breedings, push the 
Emphasis on breeding to Beef higher. 
This illustrates how easily the parameters 
can be changed to yield different results.

7.	 Save then Calculate
Note: For larger herds, this process can 
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Note: If you are not sure if the “Emphasis 
on breeding to Beef” was set properly, 
check the Summary tab and look at 
the % column for “Beef Breedings” rows. 
If the values are not as expected, Edit 
Report, change the emphasis, Save, and 
Calculate again. 

Evaluating KeepOrBeef 
Results

9.	Change the number of animals to 
view per page and see total number of 
animals included in the report at the 
bottom of the page

10.	Columns can be sorted by selecting 
the header or grouped by dragging the 
header to the top. Default is by Index. 
Sort by Keep Value to see the most 
valuable cow – or the least valuable 
cow (likely the first cow to cull)

11.	Use the combination of each cow’s 
Keep Percentile and First Semen 
Choice recommendation to determine 
which cows to breed

12.	 If semen inventory is limited, rank cows 
by First Semen Choice and the value in 
First Over Second Choice ($) to identify 
the top cows to breed to First Semen 
Choice

Note: For example, if there are 40 cows 
to breed and 10 cows to breed with 
Sexed Semen but 15 cows have “S” as 
“First Semen Choice”, then rank those 15 
cows by First Over Second Choice ($). 
The 10 cows with the greatest “First Over 
Second Choice ($)” are predicted to have 
the greatest financial return from Sexed 
Semen.
13.	Select the eye icon or index to view 

that animal in CowCompass
14.	 Export to Excel for further analysis or 

Export to Dart to create a herdcode.kl 
file to import into Dart

15.	Producers logged into HerdHQ 
with their Herdcode and RAC will 
automatically have KeepOrBeef results 
generated for Dart. Simply select Get 
New Data From DRMS on the overview 
screen in Dart.

16.	Consultants logged into HerdHQ with 
their Username and Password will 
need to copy the herdcode.kl file into 
the appropriate C:\PCDART\Herdcode 
folder. 

17.	Add these DBIs to new or existing reports to use KeepOrBeef 
results within Dart
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•	 900 – Keep Dollar
•	 901 – Keep Percentile
•	 902 - First Choice Semen Type
•	 903 - Second Choice Semen Type
•	 904 - 1st Over 2nd choice $
•	 905 – KeepOrBeef Date


