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What is 305-AA?

305-AA stands for 305-Average Age. It is the
new standardized yield estimation to compare
cows of different ages, parities, climates,
seasons of calving, and lactation lengths.

This management tool estimates a cow’s
production for a given lactation, adjusted to
36 months of age, 2x milking frequency, and
utilizing partial yield measurements captured
by milk testing.

Why were 305-AA values
developed?

This evolution from 305-ME to 305-AA

is designed to better align with today’s
management practices and environmental
impacts on production levels. The 305-ME
adjustments were last updated in 1994.
Research demonstrates that genetic selection
impacts maturity patterns, and after 30 years,
both management and the biology of the cow
have changed. The industry needs updated
tools to make accurate, fair comparisons
among cows. This transition and the new 305-
AA are based on a 2023 study by USDA AGIL
and CDCB, analyzing more than 100 million
milk yield records in the National Cooperator
Database.

Will DRMS replace 305-ME
values?

No, DRMS will offer 305-AA values in addition
to all other lactation values.

How can I get 305-A A values
for my cows?

305-AA values can only be calculated for
herds that participate in DHIA, send data
to DRMS, and opt to send production data

Tuesday!

D
Breed HO Barname 5643 =3
Cow 5643 Group 8 DHIID HOB40003126098412
Bithdete 06/01/2015  RFD 840003126098456
34559999 e

current as of 11/15/2024

Current D Events @ Testday Breeding Vet Check Genetic Health Protocols Chores. Sick Growth Zoetis

Lactation Production Summary
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to CDCB. Cows that pass the CDCB edits received a 305-AA value for
each lactation. As new test day data is sent to CDCB, 305-AA values for
lactations in progress are updated and returned to DRMS.

Where do I go to see my 305-AA values?

CowCompass is part of the DRMS HerdHQ suite of web products.

There is no software to download. You can access CowCompass if

you have internet access and a current web browser. If you are new

to CowCompass, DRMS offers a 30-day free trial, after which you can
subscribe to CowCompass or the full HerdHQ suite of products for no
more than $25/mo. 305-AA values are viewable within the lactation tab
of CowCompass. To view these values:

1. Login to drms.org
2. Select HerdHQ

3. Select CowCompass

How does 305-AA compare to 305-ME?

Based on comparing first lactation cows at 305 Days in Milk,
correlations between 305-AA Milk and 305-ME Milk were 0.93, Fat is
0.94, and Protein 0.92, indicating that there is a high correlation, and
rankings would not substantially change. The difference between 305-
AA and 305-ME values is greater in early lactation but grows smaller as
the cows are later in lactation.

What are the future plans for 305-AA values?

Depending on the level of interest, DRMS is considering adding the
305-AA values as new DBIs to Dart herd management software.



